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Introduction
The Sta. Rita Hills is one of California’s finest growing 
areas for Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.  Its location near 
the Pacific Ocean in Santa Barbara County provides 
ideal conditions for producing outstanding cool-climate 
wines, and its diverse vineyards and talented winemakers 
combine to make this small region a major source of 
premium wines.1

In this report we provide readers a new, in-depth look 
at Sta. Rita Hills and its wines since our 2013 Report # 
36  The Wines of Santa Barbara, which is available at 
www.i-winereview.com. Our aim here is to examine the 
recent history of Sta. Rita Hills, its characteristics as a 
wine growing region, the improvements in viticulture and 
winemaking, and recent projects and investments in the 
wine industry.  We also include up-to-date profiles of 
the region’s vineyards and tasting notes of their current 
vintages.  This report will be complemented by one 
focusing on the other growing regions of Santa Barbara 
County to be published early 2021.

Sta. Rita Hills is one of six AVAs within Santa Barbara 
County.  It was approved as an AVA in 2001, well after 
other wine growing regions in the southern central Coast 
such as Santa Maria and the Santa Ynez Valley.2 Its 
emergence preceded the phenomenal growth in demand 
for Pinot Noir stimulated by Sideways, the 2004 box office 
movie hit (partly filmed at the Sanford Winery in Sta. 
Rita Hills) and the growing preferences of consumers for 
elegant, nuanced red wines. 

Located at the western edge of the Santa Ynez Valley, 
Sta. Rita Hills begins 7 miles from the Pacific Ocean3. It’s 
isolated geographically between the Santa Rosa Hills 
(average elevation 2,333 ft) to the south and the Purisima 
Hills (average elevation 1,358 ft) to the north.  The Santa 
Ynez River flows between the hills from east to west. 
Although actually within the Santa Ynez Valley appellation, 
the Sta. Rita Hills growing area is in many ways distinct 
from other parts of the valley.

The i-winereview.com is published by the International 
Wine Review, LLC. Our office is located at 6625 Old 
Chesterbrook Road, McLean, VA 22101. Our email 
is: info@iwinereview.com Rates for individual online 
subscriptions are $89 annually. Commercial online 
subscriptions for wine companies and member of the 
wine trade are $149 annually. Subscriptions include 
exclusive access to all online resources of i-winereview.
com. Contact us about eligibility and rates. Subscriptions 
may be purchased online at www.i-winereview.
com Individual reports are also available for $25. 
Reproduction of the material contained herein, including 
copying, without written permission is prohibited by law. 
Media, wine importers, distributors and retailers may 
use brief portions of this material in its original form if 
attributed to the International Wine Review.

1 Thanks to the Sta Rita Hills Wine Alliance and photographer Jeremy Ball of Bottle 
Branding for the cover photo.

2 Approved by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) as recorded 
in the Federal Register 66 FR 29476, May 31, 2001.
3 When it was created, the AVA was officially known as Santa Rita Hills, but the 
name was changed to Sta.Rita Hills in 2006 following protests from the large 
Chilean wine company Viña Santa Rita.  


