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Report #37: The Wines of Sicily
Introduction
Sicily is one of
the most exciting
wine regions in
Italy. In recent
decades, Sicilian wines have
greatly improved
in quality. While
Sicily is renown
for its outstanding dessert wines
such as the world-famous Marsala, today there are a
growing number of wineries throughout Sicily, large and
small, producing world class premium wines from unique
indigenous varieties like Nero d’Avola, Nerello Mascalese,
Frapatto, Grillo, Caricante, and others.
In our previous 2007 report The Wines of Southern Italy:
from Quantity to Quality, we noted that most of southern
Italy including Sicily had a long history of wine production
focused on quantity. Instead of producing wines of quality for the international market, the south of Italy became a
producer of cheap bulk wine, and Sicily was the leading
producer. Indeed, the structure of the wine industry in Sicily was built on the production of cheap wine by cooperatives, which in turn stifled private investment and innovation in the wine industry. While Sicily’s cooperatives and
private companies continue producing a vast quantity of
innocuous wine, there are today many outstanding family
and commercial wineries producing world class wines
that deserve the attention of the trade and serious wine
consumers. These wines are the focus of this report.
In this report we provide a brief history of Sicily’s wine
industry and identify its major wine growing regions and
their different soils and climate. We then identify the
improvements which have taken place in the vineyards
and the wineries throughout the island that help explain
the emergence of Sicily as a producer of premium wine.
A unique characteristic of Sicilian wine is its indigenous
grapes, so we focus the next section on the different variet-
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ies and styles of wines being produced and identify the
best producers. We also take a close look at the special
cuisine of Sicily and make recommendations on the pairing
of Sicilian wines and food. Lastly, we examine the global
market for Sicilian wines and recommend measures for
promotion of Sicilian wines in the United States. In the
final section we provide tasting notes and ratings on more
than 200 wines tasted for this report. Some of the artisanal
wines we review are produced in small quantities and are
difficult to find outside Sicily, but the persistent consumer
who seeks out these wines will be amply rewarded.
The current market for Sicilian wines in the US should grow
in the coming years. The quality of the wines is excellent
and the prices are competitive for most wines. The big
challenge for the Sicilian wine industry and its importers
is to educate the public about the quality and uniqueness
of Sicilian wines. This is one of the missions of Assovini
Sicilia, the trade organization which represents most of the
quality wine producers of Sicily in international markets.
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