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Preface
This report on the wines of Greece with a focus on 
Macedonia and Thrace is the first in a series of reports 
on Greek wines being prepared by the International 
Wine Review (IWR).  In the coming months, additional 
reports will be published on the wines of Central Greece 
and Attica, Peloponnese and the Ionian Islands, Crete 
and the Aegean Islands.  The IWR will also continue to 
publish wine review articles [www.iwinereview.com/blog] 
on noteworthy Greek wine producers and on topics of 
special interest, such as classical Greek wine production, 
indigenous Greek varieties and Greek wine and food.   

Greece has produced wine since Antiquity, yet it is only in 
recent decades that its wines have gained attention among 

wine enthusiasts in the United States and elsewhere.  This 
growing interest is the result of improvements in the quality, 
diversity, and authenticity of Greek wines that has occurred 
since the 1980s.  Today, Greece has many well-trained 
and talented winemakers crafting unique and authentic 
age-worthy reds, crisp and complex fresh whites, and 
natural wines.  Many winemaking families have owned 
their vineyards for generations and are passionate about 
producing wines from a growing number of interesting 
indigenous varieties.  

At no time in the recent past has there been a better time 
to explore the exciting world of Greek wines.  Our goal is 
to help acquaint readers with the wines of Greece and its 
top producers.   Hopefully, some will be motivated to travel 
to Greece to become acquainted with the myriad of wines 
being produced while enjoying all that Greece has to offer 
wine tourists.    

Introduction
Greece has a population of 11 million people and covers 
an area of roughly 51 thousand square miles (half the 
size of Colorado). Its mainland is surrounded by seas, 
and some three thousand islands.  Nearly 75 percent 
of the country’s terrain is mountainous; low-lying land is 
only found in areas close to the coasts. There are three 
significant plains located in Thessaly, Central Greece, and 
Macedonia and Thrace in the north where winegrowing 
is concentrated.  Effectively a continuation of the eastern 
Alps, Greece’s geology is based upon marine sedimentary 
uplifts with metamorphic rock. The highest mountain 
in Greece is Mt. Olympus at 2917m near Rapsani in 
Thessaly. 
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Viticulture plays an important role in Greece’s agriculture. 
Greece has 61,500 hectares (ha) of vineyards and 1265 
wineries and is the world’s 17th largest wine producing 
country [See Annex I]1.  Greece is divided into five wine-
making zones: Northern Greece including Thrace and 
Macedonia, Central Greece & Attica, the Peloponnese & 
the Ionian Islands, Crete and, finally, the Aegean Islands.

Modern Greek wine production has evolved with most of 
the production in small scale private hands and a small 
number of cooperatives. While in the past innovation in-
volved a lot of planting of international varieties, especially 
in the northern regions, the last 20 years has seen revived 
interest in making and promoting of indigenous varieties.  

A notable feature of Greek viticulture is its great diversity: 
no fewer than 300 different grape varieties are grown, 
although only a small percentage are of commercial 
importance.  Whereas in Northern Greece 60-70% of the 
varieties are international, in the South and the Pelopon-
nese, as little as 10-15% are international, the rest being 
indigenous.  In the islands, 90% of the wine grapes grown 
are native to Greece. 

Throughout Greece, and especially in Macedonia and 
Thrace, there are many noteworthy initiatives being un-
dertaken by young and veteran producers to improve the 
quality of their wines. These initiatives are being carried 
out in vineyards and cellars and in wineries large and 
small.  There is a willingness to experiment and await the 
results.  Many of these initiatives are the results of new 
ideas acquired by young winemakers from travel and work 
experience in France and elsewhere.  Others grow out of 
the accumulated knowledge from Greek experience.  

Greece is a relatively small wine producer with just 1.5 
percent of the world’s vineyard (both table and wine 
grapes) producing less than 1 percent of the world’s 
volume of wine in 2020. It produces about 2.5 million hec-
tolitres (28 million cases) of wine annually, 90 percent of 
which is made with grape varieties indigenous to Greece.  
About 13 percent (3.6 million cases) of the total production 
is exported. The US is the world’s second (to Germany) 
largest importer of Greek wines at slightly more than a half 
million cases, and the value of US imports from Greece 
has grown significantly over the past decade, due in part 
to increased wine prices.  However, the value of Greek 
wine imported to the US is just a tiny fraction of the total 
$5.9 billion of wine imported to the US in 2020.

Given the size and quality of Greek wine production, the 
potential is there for large increases in exports to the US 
and elsewhere.  After all, the US is not only the world’s 
largest importer of wine, it also pays the most (!6.43/
liter in 2020 according to the OIV). To realize its potential, 
the Greek wine industry will need to find effective ways 
of acquainting US consumers and the trade with the rich 
variety of wines being produced . Other countries have 
overcome the obstacles to expanding their presence in the 
US market, and Greece can certainly do the same. 

We begin this report with an introduction to Greek wines 
and their history.  We then take an in-depth look at the 
wines of Macedonia and Thrace, including an introduction 
to the region’s top producers.  Next, we acquaint readers 
with the terroir of this region and its indigenous grapes, 
and we examine recent improvements in Greek winemak-
ing with special reference to Macedonia and Thrace.  The 
final section, and by far the largest, consists of profiles of 
the wineries and evaluations of their wines. 

Macedonia & Thrace: 
Noteworthy Producers
The following table lists the outstanding producers of 
Macedonia and Thrace based on our tastings of the wines 
reviewed for this report and earlier tastings at the wineries.

Ktima Alpha 
Anatolikos Vineyards

Argatia Winery
Boutari

Costa Lazaridi Domaine
Kitima Dalamara 

Ktima Diamantakos 
Ktima Gerovassiliou

Ktima Karanika
Ktima Karyda

Ktima Kir-Yianni
Chateau Nico Lazaridi

Oneops
Ktima Palvidis

Thymiopoulos Wines
Valmaki Family
Wine Art Estate

1 Less than one-third the hectares of vineyards in the early 20th century. 
Konstantinos Lazarakis (2018) The Wines of Greece. The Classic Wine Library.
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