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Introduction
This is the second report in the International Wine Review’s (IWR) series on the wines of
Greece. In the first report, The Wines of Macedonia and Thrace published earlier this year, we
noted that at no time in the recent past has there been a better time to explore the exciting world
of Greek wines. The quality, diversity, and authenticity of Greek wines have improved
significantly over the past few decades. Moreover, at no time has Greece had as many welltrained winemakers crafting world class wines than today.
Despite these improvements, Greek wines are not well known outside Greece. This series of
IWR reports is a kind of wake-up call to the wine trade and wine enthusiasts in the US and
elsewhere about the exciting, high quality wines that Greece offers. Traveling to Greece is the
best way to learn about Greek wines, and we recently complete an extensive trip through the
country’s diverse regions. In lieu of traveling to Greece, the IWR series of report are a good way
for readers to become acquainted with Greece and its wines. Of course, Greece has its own
outstanding wine educators, and the acknowledged leader is Konstantinos Lazarakis MW, cofounder and President of Athens’ Wine and Spirits Professional Center and author of The Wines
of Greece (2018).
In our first report on Northern Greece, we examined the history of Greek wine and provided
readers an overview of the geography, climate and rich array of Greece’s indigenous grapes.
Focusing on northern Greece, we gave special attention to the region’s flagship red grape,
Xinomavro, and the white, cool climate varieties Assyrtiko and Malagousia. We also discussed

the winemaking improvements that have taken place in the northern region and new blends of
indigenous and international grapes and new sparkling wines. As usual, the report included
profiles of key producers and reviews and ratings of their wines.
In this second report on Greece, we focus on the heartland, which includes Athens, the country’s
most populous center of economic and cultural life, as well as neighboring regions that are
producing wines which are noteworthy for their quality and distinctiveness. In viticultural terms,
Central Greece, which includes Attica and the large island of Evia, is a region of high
productivity, and the source of much of the country’s bulk wines produced from the indigenous
grapes of Savattiano and Roditis. It is also the home of Retsina, Greece’s famed, historic resininfused wine, which has a strong following within Greece, itself.
The other regions covered in this report—Epirus, Thessaly and the Ionian Islands are producing
relatively smaller quantities of premium wines from local indigenous grapes such as Debina,
Limniona, Robola and other varieties. While these wines are not yet widely available outside
Greece, a few high-quality ones are exported to the United States. A list of noteworthy wine
producers from these regions is provided following this introduction. Profiles of the key
producers in each region and detailed tasting notes on their wines are given in the final section of
the report.
In Central Greece, the flagship Savatiano grape is showing new-found potential. It is the most
widely planted grape variety in Greece yet for most of its career, Savatiano generally made
boring neutral wines due to high cropping levels. In the last 20 years, there has been a movement
by producers such as Vassily Papagianakos and Stamatis Mylonas to reduce yields, take
advantage of old bush vines, and improve winemaking by using native yeasts to ferment in a
variety of vessels, and aging on the lees. The results have been highly positive as can be seen in
our wine reviews.
This report also focuses on the development of “new wave” retsina. Retsina, a wine made with
the infusion of resin from the Aleppo and other species of pine trees, is Greece’s most famous
and historic wine dating back thousands of years. Unfortunately, 20th century retsina was not of
the highest quality. Predominantly made of Savatiano it was picked ripe and fermented with
minimal temperature control. The wines were often oxidized, low in fruit esters, and the resin
concentration was often high to mask the “off” character. In recent years, retsina has enjoyed a
resurgence of popularity, especially in Greece, and younger generations have begun to embrace
it in the wine bars of Athens. This rise in popularity is largely attributable to improvements in
quality of the base wine, including employing other grape varieties like Roditis and Assyrtiko.
In Epirus, Thessaly and the Ionian Islands, veteran and new generation producers are also
crafting noteworthy wines from revived indigenous grapes. In Epirus, the Katogi and Zoinos
wineries are leading the way. Here the white grape, Debina, reigns supreme, and in the hands of
producers such as Eleni Sindou of Zoinos Winery, it is producing unique sparkling wines. In
Thessaly, the dynamic national producer, Tsantali has demonstrated the outstanding winemaking
potential of the Rapsani region, and Christos Zafeirakis is championing the Limniona grape and
also working with Xinomavro, Krasato and Stavroto width considerable success. Finally, on the
Ionian Islands there are talented winemakers like Alexandros Doukas lead enologist of Gentilini

winery in Cephalonia and the team at the Cooperative of Cephalonia are producing outstanding
wines from the indigenous grapes Mavrodaphne and Robola.
Looking ahead, Greece has many of the key preconditions for success in the highly competitive
world wine industry. In addition to producing high quality wines, its producers are beginning to
travel more to promote their wines in external markets. Also noteworthy is the growing
recognition being given to Greek gastronomy. The publication TasteAtlas recently rated Greek
cuisine as one of the top cuisines in the world. This is great news for Greek wines also. With the
pandemic in their rear-view mirror, American tourists (and cruise ships) can be expected to visit
Greece in increasing numbers, another stimulus to the wine industry. Finally, the leadership of
the Greek wine industry, especially the regional producers’ associations in Greece, has never
been more dynamic, and with the collaboration and support of local tourist boards,
knowledgeable sommeliers, and the retail trade, the future looks optimistic for the Greek wine
industry.

Noteworthy Producers of Central Greece
Epirus, Thessaly & the Ionian Islands
CENTRAL GREECE
Ktima Avantis
Evampelos Ghi
Greek Wine Cellars D. Kourtaki
Katogi-Strofilia
Ktima Harlafitis
Ktima Hatzmichalis
Kokotos Estate
La Tour Melas
Lycos
Markou
Mylonas
Oenotria
Papagiannakos
Domaine Roxani Matsa
Sokos
Vriniotis

EPIRUS
Katogi Averof
Zoinos
THESSALY
Doumas
Katsaras
Tsantali
Zafeirakis
IONIAN ISLANDS
Gentilini
Orealios Gaea

